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. linstallations in thg Middle East.

{ism were well known.: - :

. While mary aspects of the matter re- ‘
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Lebanese Group Linked to C.LA.

By STUART TAYLOR Jr.
Special to Thengv York Times

Is Tied to Car Bombing Fatal to 80

| WASHINGTON, May 12 — A car
imore than 80 people on March 8 was
|carried out by people hired by a Leba-
Inese counterterrorism unit that had

been working with the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, Congressional and Ad- | “«My personal view was good luck to

ministration sources said today. .

| Although the C.I.A. neither author-
ized the bombing nor knew about it in |
advance, it caused the Reagan Admin-
istration to draw back from efforts to
use Lebanese groups to strike against
‘terrorists planning violence against
United States installations in the re-
glon, the sources said. "~ -

" The bombing was apparently an un-
'successtul attempt on the life of Mo-
hammed Hussein Fadlallah, a militant
Shiite leader thought to be responsible
ifor terrorist attacks on United States

Shultz Declines to Comment -
| The connection between the unit
working with the C.I.A., which in:/
cluded Lebanese intelligence agents, i
and the group that carried out the car !
bombing was first reported by The
Washington Post today. .. 1 ST A
¢ «“We do not comment on stories in-
volving intelligence matters or alleged
intelligence matters,” said Anita’
Stockman, a State Department spokes-
man, in giving the only official Admin-
istration response today. Secretary of
State George P. Shultz would not coto-
ment directly on the report when ques-

jtioned by.reporters aboard the plane

carrying him to Jordan today, but said
his views on the need to combat terror-

Some Administration officials con-
tirmed aspects of The Post article, but
others said it contained what one called
‘usubstantial inaccuracies.” A knowl-,

| edgeable Congressional source said the |
article was _&qentially accurate. - -

ministration
today that some said showed the pit-
talls of working with foreign proxies,
who may be difficult to control, in !
highly sensitive - counterterrorism |
operaﬁmB.:: B . A.:, ‘ .»._ !

Senator Daniel Patrick Moyniban, !
Democrat of New York, said today that ‘
he was informed late last year, whenhe

| was vice chairman of the Senate Intel- | =

'ligence Committee, that: President

. after the bombing, the covert support
" operation that Mr. Reagan had ordered

.| the area counterterrorism groups,”

| han as vice chairman and senior Demo-

‘ment that

1‘ Senator Moynihan said that he had -

assumed the C.I.A. would work with in-
telligence agencies and others in Leba-
non and eisewhere but that it had not
been specified what would be done.

“«Good Luck to, Them’

them,’’ he said. adding that that he had
no direct knowledge of what had hap-
pened since he left the Intelligence
Committee in January.; - | :
A senior Administration official sai
today that the C.I.A. was working with
a Lebanese unit that, without the agen-
cy’s knowledge, hiredia ditferent group
to kill the Shiite leader. It was this sec-
ond group, the official said, that set oft
a huge car bomb outside the Shiite
leader’'s home on March 8.
- A Congressional source with knowl-
edge of intelligence activities con-
firmed this account and added that,

was discontinued or cut back.
‘A Lebanese Operation’.

Two other Administration officials
stressed that the unit working with the
C.1.A. was not the one that did the car
bombing. ‘‘We have had operating in

one said, “‘but our groups were not in-
volved in this.”, . . --

“This was a Lebanese operation,” he
added. ““We maintained contact, intel-
ligence contact, with Lebanese intelli-
gence and of course we talked about
counterterrorism and planned things |
together. But this was not our operation
and it was nothing we planned or knew
about.” ,

Senator Patrick J. Leahy of Ver-
font, who succeeded Senator Moyni-

crat on the Intelligence Committee, "
said today that he could not comment
directly on the Lebanese counterintelli-
gence operation but that the C.I.A. had
pot ‘“‘volunteered’” any information
about it to him. -

He said he had asked the C.1.A. for
information about its counterterrorism
activities after hearing about them
thro! pres¢ inquiries. And be ac-
cused the C.I.A. of taking a narrow,
legalistic approach under the law that
requires reporting of significant intelli-
gence operations to the Senate and
House Intelligence Committees or t0
their leadership. . __— ————"

«] am sure they would make an argu-
they bad followed the very.
strict letter of the law if they had in- |
formed the cthairman or past chair-
man,”’ Senator Leahy said, but ““it cer-

tainly doesn’t follow the spirit of the

y 9P

" He said he would support efforts by

, Reagan had ordered the C.I.A. to de-:
'velop “a small antiterrorist effort” in
3the Mid R L s P |

the Administration to take effective ac-
tion against terrorists, including both
pre-emptive strikes to prevent planned
attacks and retaliation after terronst
attacks have been completed against
United States imstallations.

But he said ‘‘we ought to do it with
our own peopie and not use surrogates’’
because foreign units have ‘‘their own
agenda which may or may not be
ours.”” Using them, he said, “would be
sort of like the ‘contra’ war in Nicara-
gua, you get the atrocities and things
and we don’t have control over it.”

‘Not Adequately Prepared’

] am very much afraid that we are
not adequately prepared to strike,”’
Senator Leahy said. < °

] don't think that they have a cohe-
sive, coordinated philosophy or ability
to deal with terrorism,” he said of the
Administration. *‘I have been trying to
stress to the C.I.LA. and others that
tough talk is not a substitute for ac-
tion.” v )

Terrorist 'attacks against United

States installations and nationals,
especially in Lebanon, have been one of
the Administration’s most vexing prob-
lems. oo - '
- While Mr. Reagan and other officials
have warned that the United States will
strike back at terrorists, the groups re-
sponsible for such attacks as the bomb-
ing that killed more than 241 service-
men in their Beirut barracks in Octo-
ber 1983 have proved elusive, and fear
of killing innocent civilians has re-
strained any efforts to strike at them.

Mr. Shultz has repeatedly said that
the United States must be ready to use
military force against terrorists. Ina
speech.on Dec. 9, for example, he cited
the Talmud as supporting the ‘‘univer-
sal law of self-defense’”” and quoted a
passage that says, “'1f one comes to kill
you, make haste and kill him first.”’

Operatioins Called Mi-Conceived

Robert H. Kupperman, an expert on
terrorism at Georgetown University's
Center for Strategic and International

Studies who has been a consultant for!
the State and Defense Departments, !

said the Lebanese operation appeared

to be “‘one of a mumper of ill-<conceived

operations’’ using foreign proxies.

" He said the temptation to use foreign
units for counterterrorism refiected
both the Pentagon’s reluctance to use
the military for such activities and the
C.1.A.’s reluctance to use its own peo-
ple, especially in light of executive or-
ders by Presidents Carter and Reagan
barring C.I.A. involvement in assassi-
nations. . ’

“When you begin to use proxies, un-
reliable nationals of another nation,
you invite nothing but trouble,”” Mr.
Kupperman said. ‘“You also invite a

— cycle of retaliation.” .
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